Metros capture consolation title

DES MOINES — The Sioux City
Metros claimed the consolation
championship of the Iowa High
School Hockey League state tourna-
ment here Sunday, clipping Ames
3-2 at the Des Moines Ice Arena.

Walt Johnson scored the game-
winning goal at 7:01 of the third

riod as the Metros closed out a

13 season. Sioux City’s young
squad finished 18-11 in IHSHL play.

The Metros bounced back after a
2-1 opening-round loss to Des
Moines with a 6-1 victory over
Waterloo Saturday. Sunday’s thrill-
ing win capped a strong second half
of the season for Coach Jim Peck’s

troops.

“‘Our guys have shown steady im-
provement over the past three
months,”” said Peck, named IHSHL
Coach of the Year by his peers.
“‘Unlike last year’s loss in the state
tournament, we leave this time with a
good feeling.

““With a returning nucleus of fine
young players, everyone is looking
forward to next year.”

The fifth-place finish was the sec-
ond straight for the Metros, who
captured the 1994 state champion-
ship under Peck.

Johnson’s goal, with assists from
Mike Stoneburg and Sam Kincaide,
put the Metros in front 3-1. Ames got
a red-lighter at 7:24, narrowing the
final margin.

Freshman Jeff Kempter gave the
Metros a 1-0 lead, scoring just a
minute into the contest on assists
from Johnson and Stoneburg. Ames’
Cyclones, though, deadlocked the
score 41 seconds later.

Sioux City’s Sam Kincaide, named
to the second team all-state squad as

a defenseman, gave his team a 2-1
advantage, finding the net at 6:52 of
the second ﬁﬁod. Clint Stiles got an
assist on the goal by Kincaide, a
senior from Homer, Neb.

Ames outshot the Metros 23-19,
while junior Damon Keith picked up
the victory in goal.

Stoneburg, a junior from North,
was also named to the all-state third
team as a forward. Keith, Johnson
and Munger were honorable mention
selections.

The Omaha Junior Lancers won
the state tournament title, defeating
host Des Moines 5-3 in the champi-
onship game.
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